
The Lakeside Winter Chalet (the DriŌwood Chalet) is 
located on the gently sloping terraces of the mountain 
of Whistler, Canada overlooking the lake. In the 
distance, one can see the lake and the slow movement 
of its Ɵdes. The chalet is reminiscent of the first homes 
built with gabled roofs on rectangular massings.
TTwo buildings join at right angles to create a design as 
rusƟc as it is refined. The steel of the roof (which 
extends in places to cover the walls) together with the 
cedar cladding of the gables (also used in parts of the 
side walls) create a striking combinaƟon. The 
oxidaƟon from contact with sea air will gradually give 
the cedar the silvery hue characterisƟc of seaside 
dwdwellings. The chalet’s uniform shapes the best frame 
the landscape, allowing access to the grounds via a 
terrace where the two buildings meet. Large windows 
give occupants a view of the region. Between sky and 
river, this small structure stands in an impressive 
landscape. 
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The development takes shape here, like a piece of 
driŌwood, carried by Ɵme and currents, offering a 
haven of relaxaƟon, humble and discreet, set against 
the opulent beauty of the landscape. Cost-effecƟve, 
with simple lines which do not compromise 
comfortable contemplaƟon and enhancement of the 
view. 

The interior layout consists of two access 
areas. Each space is designed to meet the 
needs of occupants, consistent with a 
minimalist Scandinavian approach. Polished 
concrete slabs along the ground form two 
split-levels to increase the living space, 
which in turn opens to the landscape by 
meansmeans of an immense glass wall covering 
the chalet’s enƟre western face. A moveable 
ladder provides access to a small 
mezzanine, a veritable extension of the 
children’s rooms below. This offers a space 
for play and relaxaƟon away from the world 
of adults.
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